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Contracting Opportunity

Title: Office Supply and Workplace Catalog Solutions
Agency: Sourcewell

Division: Procurement Department
Contract
Number:

070924

CR Number: 2109993
Contract Term: 4 years

Date of Issue: 05/16/2024
Due Date/Time: 07/09/2024 4:30 PM 

Central Time
County(ies): All NYS counties

Classification: Office & Residential Furniture, Supplies & Equipment - Commodities
Opportunity

Type:
General

Entered By: Tara Wolff
Description: Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and service

cooperative, is requesting proposals for Office Supply and Workplace
Catalog Solutions to result in a contracting solution for use by its
Participating Entities. Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit, tribal
government, and other public agencies located in the United States and
Canada. A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the
Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://proportal .sourcewell-mn.gov].
Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will
be considered. Proposals are due no later than July 9, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Set Aside: No

Business entities awarded an identical or substantially similar
procurement contract within the past five years: 

Staples Contract & Commercial, LLC
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Contact Information

Primary contact: Sourcewell
Procurement Department
Tara Wolff
Procurement Manager
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
United States
Ph: 218-541-5362
rfp@sourcewell-mn.gov

Submit to
contact:

Sourcewell
Procurement Department
Tara Wolff
Procurement Manager
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
United States
Ph: 218-541-5362
rfp@sourcewell-mn.gov
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Bid Results
Bid Results have not been entered
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Awards
Awards have not been entered
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

34474 552157 Print Legal Ad-IPL01731260 - IPL0173126 $155.21 1 18 L

SOURCEWELL
PO BOX 219
STAPLES, MN 56479

Attention: Carol Jackson

carol.jackson@sourcewell-mn.gov

State of South Carolina

County of Richland

I, Tara Pennington, makes oath that the
advertisment, was published in The State, a
newspaper published in the City of Columbia,
State and County aforesaid, in the issue(s) of

1 insertion(s) published on:

05/17/24

Tara Pennington

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th day
of May in the year of 2024

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Errors- the liability of the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed the
amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in
error, and then only for the first incorrect insertion.”

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!
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Request for Proposals (RFP)

RFP# 2025-0904:

AIDS CADAP

The Department of Public Health (DPH) Infectious Disease

Section is requesting proposals for the Connecticut AIDS

Drug Assistance Program (CADAP). A qualified Pharmacy
Benefits Manager or other organization is needed to provide
enrollment, pharmacy benefits, insurance premium payments,

and rebate management for CADAP.

The Request for Proposal is available in electronic format

on the State Contracting Portal at https://portal.ct.gov/DAS/

CTSource/BidBoard, on the Department’s website at

https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Request-For-Proposals/Request-

for-Proposals, or from the Department’s Official Contact:

Mitchell Namias, 860-509-7718, Mitchell.namias@ct.gov.

Deadline for submission of proposals is Tuesday, June 18,

2024 at 4:30 PM.

EMPLOYMENT

“The Happiest Place in Montana”

Boulder Creek Lodge
The Premier Family Vacation Destination

“The Happiest Place in Montana” - Boulder Creek
Lodge in Hall, Montana is the premier family
destination vacation location in Southwest

Montana. The resort is located between Glacier
National Park and Yellowstone National Park.

Highlights within an hour of Boulder Creek Lodge
include a glimpse into the Wild West by visiting the
amazing Garnet Ghost Town where you can walk
around a town frozen in time since 1900. Plan on
spending the day visiting the western legends of
outlaw at the Territorial Prison with a stop at
the Antique Car Museum down the road from
the Grant-Kohrs Ranch, a historical farming
legend of the West in Deer Lodge, Montana.

In nearby Phillipsburg, Montana, you can pan for
gems and sapphires like those in the Wild West
did 150 years ago at Montana gems located on
Main Street. Be sure to visit the Sweet Palace,
an incredible candy store featuring salt water
taffy made on site, sure to be a family favorite.

Boulder Creek LodgeMontana

Call 406-859-3190
www.bouldercreeklodgemontana.com

4 Boulder Creek Road,
Hall, Montana

TRAVEL

CAMPGROUNDS

PLACE YOUR AD HERE!
To advertise in USA TODAY,

call: 1-800-397-0070

REAL ESTATECAREERS

REAL ESTATE

PRORealEstate
Disposal.COM
$$$ OFFER 48 HR

1-800-699-0972
DENTAL OFFICE NEED HELP?

Place your ad in print or online.

Give us a call and we can
help in your search!

Call Us Today!
877-394-1388

The Interlocal Purchasing System (TIPS)

has posted procurement solicitations at
www.tips-usa.com for the following categories:

240504 - Shelters for Storm, Active Shooter, and

other Emergencies (2 Part with JOC)

240507 - Employee Benefits, and Insurance Solutions

Proposal is due and will be opened on
June 21, 2024, at 3:00 pm local time.

Call 866-839-8477 for problems with website or questions.

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and
service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Office Supply
and Workplace Catalog Solutions to result in a contracting

solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies
located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than July 9, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Territory Settlement Covenant Missouri Territory

COME NOW, Inhabitants of Missouri Territory

by ABSOLUTE WRIT of HABEAS CORPUS,

and with Absolute resolve rebut all

corporate authority! Original Assembly and

Library of Records on date: March 3, 2024

gives this Territory Settlement Announcement.

This entire document may be viewed by internet at:

https://MOGJA.net/ Resources/ Public-Notices.

(There are thirteen pages total to this document.)

Notice to Agents is notice to Principals. Notice to Principals

is notice to Agents. The content of this notice is not

the opinion or claims of this News Paper publication,

its employees or management.

Beautiful Smiles by Design
is in Dalton and Calhoun GA.
We are looking for a General
and/or pediatric Dentist at our
Dalton location to lead our

Practice growth. Our Practices
are ultra-high tech, designed to
provide premium dentistry to all
our patients. We offer excellent
compensation and benefits

package. Mentorship for implants,
Orthodontics, Molar Root canals
available. Beautiful Smiles by
Design. Tel: (919) 423-6386.
E-mail: elinahc@beautiful
smilesdentistry.com

UNCASVILLE, Conn. – Mohegan Sun
Arena, radiating more energy than a
coronal mass ejection, desperately
hoped a performance of Caitlin Clark
3-pointers would dazzle like the North-
ern Lights that appeared in this area
over the weekend.

But for large stretches of Tuesday’s
game, Clark, a perennial record-breaker
in college, struggled off� the launch pad
during an up-and-down WNBA debut
that saw the Indiana Fever fall 92-71 to
the Connecticut Sun.

Despite fi�nishing tied with Connecti-
cut’s DeWanna Bonner for a game-high
20 points, Clark (5-for-15 shooting)
missed her fi�rst four shots and was
forced to the bench midway through the
fi�rst quarter due to foul trouble. She got
her fi�rst bucket in the second quarter
and didn’t catch fi�re until the fourth,
when she drained two consecutive 3-
pointers and got to the line for two free
throws on the following possession.

Despite the shaky performance that
saw her break another record – Clark set
an all-time high for turnovers in a
WNBA debut with 10 – the 22-year-old
sensation was more focused on the big-

ger picture when she spoke to reporters
more than an hour after Indiana’s loss.

“Obviously, I’m disappointed and no-
body likes to lose, but that’s how it is,”
Clark said. “I don’t think you can beat
yourself up too much about one game.
We have to learn from it and move on.”

All eyes were on Clark in Connecticut
for one of the most anticipated profes-
sional debuts by an athlete in recent
memory. ESPN was broadcasting in

prime time. Media accommodations
were at capacity. And you saw a Caitlin
Clark jersey – be it of the Indiana or
Iowa variety – almost anywhere you
looked inside Mohegan Sun Arena,
packed with its fi�rst sellout crowd (8,910
announced) since 2003.

“I thought it took me a while to settle
into the game,” said Clark, who also had
three assists. “I thought the second half
was a lot better and it’s just getting more

comfortable, which will come with ex-
perience and getting to play with these
girls.”

Clark insisted she wasn’t nervous be-
fore the game. But she was excited and,
above all, thankful for what Tuesday’s
game represented. How many people
could be tuning in to their fi�rst WNBA
game and fall in love with the game?

“The parity in women’s basketball is
what’s making more people want to
come and watch it,” Clark said. “The
more we can spread the love and show
all the talent, we can keep elevating it.
I’ve had a lot of fun being in the spotlight
and helping to grow this game.”

Clark, the No. 1 overall pick, holder of
countless records at the college level
and the catalyst for an explosion of in-
terest surrounding women’s basketball,
spoke at length about gratitude before
and after Tuesday’s loss. 

Even going back to Indiana with a de-
feat in tow, Clark said she feels lucky.

“With women’s basketball across the
board being at an all-time high,” Clark
said pregame, “how lucky are we that
we get to come into this moment with
everybody else? You can’t really script it
any better. I just feel very fortunate.

“The more we can share the love, the
better this league is going to be.”

Debut lacked luster but Clark has right attitude
Richard Morin
USA TODAY

Fever
guard
Caitlin
Clark
scores her
fi�rst
regular-
season
basket
against
the Sun in
the second
quarter
Tuesday at
Mohegan
Sun Arena.
DAVID BUTLER

II/USA TODAY

SPORTS

Charlie McAvoy had a goal and an as-
sist to help the Boston Bruins stave off�
elimination with a 2-1 win against the
Florida Panthers in Game 5 of an NHL
Eastern Conference semifi�nal series on
Tuesday night in Sunrise, Florida.

The Panthers still lead the best-of-
seven series 3-2 heading into Game 6 on
Friday in Boston.

Morgan Geekie also scored and Jere-
my Swayman made 28 saves for the
Bruins, who have never overturned a 3-1
series defi�cit in 25 previous attempts.

“We made really good decisions with
the puck tonight in the fi�rst period,
which led to quality scoring chances,”
Boston coach Jim Montgomery said.
“Tonight was our best game of the se-
ries.”

Sam Reinhart scored and Sergei Bo-
brovsky made 26 saves for the Panthers,
who had won three in a row to take com-
mand of the series.

Geekie gave the Bruins a 1-0 lead at
4:49 of the fi�rst period with his fourth
goal of the playoff�s.

Jake DeBrusk retrieved the puck be-
hind the Florida net and passed it to
Geekie driving toward the crease. Bo-
brovsky came off� the goal line to attempt
a save, but Geekie pulled the puck to his
backhand and slid it into the net.

“They started well,” Panthers captain
Aleksander Barkov said of the Bruins.
“They came out of the gate really hard
and got going right away. … We still had a
lot of time to play better.”

The Panthers were getting outshot
17-8 when Florida coach Paul Maurice
gave his team a spirited pep talk during
a timeout early in the second period.

“I thought they needed some profan-
ity in their life, and I brought some,”

Maurice said of his comments during
the timeout.

Barkov won the ensuing faceoff�,
and the Panthers kept the puck in the
Boston zone before Aaron Ekblad took
a shot from the right point that hit
Reinhart in the slot.

Swayman tried to poke the puck
through the middle, but it went back to
Reinhart, who banked his shot off� the
post and into the net to tie it 1-1 at 6:23.

McAvoy moved Boston back ahead
2-1 at 10:25 of the second.

Boston played its second straight
game without team captain Brad Mar-
chand, who was injured late in Game 3
on a hit to the head by the Panthers’
Sam Bennett. Marchand (three goals,
seven assists) is tied with DeBrusk
(fi�ve goals, fi�ve assists) for the Bruins’
lead in points during the postseason.

Montgomery said postgame that
Marchand is day-to-day.

Maurice added, “There will be 60
cameras at morning skate to see if
Brad Marchand takes a sip of water.”

Bruins edge Panthers,
head home for Game 6
Field Level Media

Goaltender Jeremy Swayman and
Linus Ullmark celebrate the Bruins’
win. SAM NAVARRO/USA TODAY SPORTS

Calvin Pickard recorded the win in
his fi�rst NHL playoff� start and Evan
Bouchard scored the tiebreaking goal
with 38.1 seconds remaining in regula-
tion as the host Edmonton Oilers regis-
tered a 3-2 victory over the Vancouver
Canucks on Tuesday to even their
Western Conference semifi�nal series
at two victories apiece.

Bouchard and Leon Draisaitl each
had a goal and an assist for the Oilers,
who recovered after their two-goal
edge disappeared in the third period.
Edmonton’s Ryan Nugent-Hopkins
also scored.

Pickard, whose previous playoff�
time was mop-up duty in Game 3 of
this series in place of No. 1 netminder
Stuart Skinner, made 19 saves.

Only 62 seconds after the Canucks
pulled even and appeared to set up
overtime, Bouchard fi�red a long point
shot that made it through the crush of
players and into the net for his fourth
goal of the postseason.

Conor Garland and Dakota Joshua
scored for the Canucks, who saw their
road winning streak snapped at four
games. Goalie Arturs Silovs stopped 27
shots.

Game 5 of the best-of-seven series
will be Thursday (10 p.m. EDT, TNT) in
Vancouver. That contest will follow a
game that was an emotional roller
coaster.

Draisaitl’s eighth goal of the play-
off�s, and sixth on the power play,
opened the scoring 11:10 into the clash.
Draisaitl unloaded a rocket of a one-
timer from the bottom of the right cir-
cle that Silovs got a piece of but not
enough.

Draisaitl is the fi�rst Oilers player to
begin a playoff�s on a nine-game point
streak since Mark Messier in 1988.

The Oilers have scored on the power
play in all nine of their playoff� games.

Nugent-Hopkins doubled the lead
with 40 seconds remaining in the sec-
ond period. Sprung on a two-on-one
rush by Mattias Ekholm, Nugent-Hop-
kins elected to shoot and buried his at-
tempt inside the far post for his second
goal of the playoff�s.

Garland gave the Canucks a much-
needed boost at 6:54 of the third period.
Nikita Zadorov’s point shot was
blocked, but Garland gained the puck
and from the slot found the mark thanks
to a slick ricochet off� the leg of Oilers de-
fenseman Darnell Nurse.

The Canucks have been a successful
comeback squad on a few occasions,
and they continued that theme when
Brock Boeser fi�red a shot from the left
circle that banked into the net off� Josh-
ua. The tally was Joshua’s fourth of the
playoff�s.

Canucks defenseman Carson Soucy
served a one-game suspension for
cross-checking Edmonton star Connor
McDavid at the end of Game 3. Noah Ju-
ulson took his place in the lineup.

Oilers pull even with Canucks
after wild fi�nish to Game 4
Field Level Media

The Oilers’ Evan Bouchard celebrates
after scoring a goal against the
Canucks in Game 4 on Wednesday.
PERRY NELSON/USA TODAY SPORTS
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“The Happiest Place in Montana”

Boulder Creek Lodge
The Premier Family Vacation Destination

“The Happiest Place in Montana” - Boulder Creek Lodge in Hall, Montana is
the premier family destination vacation location in Southwest Montana. The

resort is located between Glacier National Park and Yellowstone National Park.

Highlights within an hour of Boulder Creek Lodge include a glimpse into the
Wild West by visiting the amazing Garnet Ghost Town where you can walk

around a town frozen in time since 1900. Plan on spending the day visiting the
western legends of outlaw at the Territorial Prison with a stop at the Antique

Car Museum down the road from the Grant-Kohrs Ranch, a historical
farming legend of the West in Deer Lodge, Montana.

In nearby Phillipsburg, Montana, you can pan for gems and sapphires like
those in the Wild West did 150 years ago at Montana gems located on
Main Street. Be sure to visit the Sweet Palace, an incredible candy store
featuring salt water taffy made on site, sure to be a family favorite.

Boulder Creek LodgeMontana
Call 406-859-3190

www.bouldercreeklodgemontana.com
4 Boulder Creek Road,

Hall, Montana

DENTAL OFFICE
NEED HELP?

Place your ad in print or online.

Give us a call and we can
help in your search!

Call Us Today!
877-394-1388

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and

service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Office Supply

and Workplace Catalog Solutions to result in a contracting

solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands

of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies

located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be

found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than July 9, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Territory Settlement Covenant Missouri Territory

COME NOW, Inhabitants of Missouri Territory

by ABSOLUTE WRIT of HABEAS CORPUS,

and with Absolute resolve rebut all

corporate authority! Original Assembly and

Library of Records on date: March 3, 2024

gives this Territory Settlement Announcement.

This entire document may be viewed by internet at:

https://MOGJA.net/ Resources/ Public-Notices.

(There are thirteen pages total to this document.)

Notice to Agents is notice to Principals. Notice to Principals

is notice to Agents. The content of this notice is not

the opinion or claims of this News Paper publication,

its employees or management.

CREDITOR NOTICE

It has come to my attention that

my name, Debra L. Morman,

has been fraudulently used

for financial transactions.

I, Debra L. Morman, hereby

declare that I am not

responsible for any debts

incurred under my name

through fraudulent means,

including but not limited

to credit card charges,

business loans, car loans,

or bank overdrafts.

Any creditors or financial

institutions are advised

to verify the identity of

individuals using the name

Debra L. Morman

to prevent further

unauthorized transactions.

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Chex Systems, Inc.

CONSUMER OPT-OUT NOTIFICATION

Information in consumer files maintained by Chex Systems, Inc.

(“ChexSystems”) may be used for pre-approved offers of credit

or insurance. If you do not want ChexSystems to provide your

name to companies that make these pre-approved offers, you

may submit an opt-out request online at www.chexsystems.com/

optout. You may call the ChexSystems Opt-Out Department at

the toll-free number: 1-877-OPT-OUT5 (1-877-678-6855), or you

may mail your request to Chex Systems, Inc., Attn: Opt-Out

Department, P.O. Box 583399, Minneapolis, MN, 55458. Please

include your full name (first, middle, and last), generational suffix

(e.g., Jr., Sr., III), if applicable, street address, date of birth, Social

Security number, and driver’s license number along with the state

of issuance.

NEW GREAT

MARKETPLACE

RATES!

Scan QR Code for
Current Specials

BOSTON – The Boston Celtics deliv-
ered a rude welcome to the Indiana Pac-
ers at the start of the NBA Eastern Con-
ference finals.

The Celtics scored the game’s first 12
points in a raucous environment at TD
Garden, and it was just the kind of mes-
sage they needed to send.

The Pacers, however, shrugged it off.
They are not strangers to unfriendly
arenas, having just beat the New York
Knicks in a Game 7 Sunday at Madison
Square Garden.

Indiana’s relentless offense got it
back in the game, and the Pacers owned
a three-point lead with 46.8 seconds left
in the fourth quarter. The Pacers then
committed turnovers and failed to pro-
tect the lead. It was a chaotic finish,
punctuated by their missed chances
and Celtics star Jayson Tatum’s offense.

Boston’s Jaylen Brown made a tough
corner 3-pointer with 6.1 seconds left to
force overtime, and the Celtics out-
scored the Pacers in the five minutes of
OT for a 133-128 victory in Game. 1.

Tatum followed a 3-point play with a
3-pointer from the top of the arc, giving
Boston a 127-123 lead with 42.9 seconds
to go, and it was enough cushion to es-
cape with a victory.

Tatum scored a game-high 36 points
and had 12 rebounds and three steals.
He scored 10 points in OT and was one of
three Celtics players with at least 26
points, seven rebounds and three steals.
Brown had 26 points, six rebounds, five
assists and three steals; Jrue Holiday
produced 28 points, eight assists, seven
rebounds and three steals.

Game 2 is Thursday in Boston (8 p.m.
EDT, ESPN).

Offense on display

The Celtics had the No. 1 offense and
the Pacers the No. 2 offense during the
regular season. The scoring prowess
was apparent. Both teams hovered at
the 50% mark from the field with Boston
at 47.5% and Indiana at 53.5%, and sev-
en Pacers scored in double figures led by

Tyrese Haliburton’s 25 points and 10 as-
sists. Pascal Siakam had 24 points, 12
rebounds and seven assists and Myles
Turner added 23 points and 10 rebounds
for the Pacers.

While Boston had the league’s No. 2
defense, Indiana’s plan is to apply as
much pressure as possible with its pace.
Among the difference-makers Tuesday:
Indiana’s turnovers. The Pacers com-
mitted 22, leading to 32 Celtics points.

Horford continues to fill in 

Veteran big man Al Horford, who is in
the starting lineup for injured Kristaps
Porzingis, had 15 points and six re-
bounds. He doesn’t replace what Porz-
ingis does but his experience helps min-
imize his absence. He is targeting a pos-
sible Game 4 return, ESPN reported.

Free-throw discrepancy

The Celtics shot 30 free throws, mak-
ing 24, and the Pacers were 9-for-10
from the foul line with seven of those at-
tempts coming in overtime. That’s in
part a byproduct of how both teams
play. Pacers coach Rick Carlisle com-
plained about the officiating during the
semifinal series against the Knicks, and
the NBA fined him $35,000. 

Celtics pounced on
Pacers’ late miscues 
Jeff Zillgitt
USA TODAY

Celtics forward Jayson Tatum goes to
the basket against the Pacers on
Tuesday. DAVID BUTLER II/USA TODAY SPORTS

BOSTON – Year after year, NBA exec-
utives vote Rick Carlisle one of the
league’s best in-game coaches.

The Indiana Pacers coach admitted
late Tuesday he didn’t have his finest
moment in the final seconds of regula-
tion in the Boston Celtics’ 133-128 over-
time victory against the Pacers in Game
1 of the NBA Eastern Conference finals.

“This loss is totally on me,” he said.
The Pacers had a 117-114 lead and pos-

session of the basketball but turned the
ball over on the inbound pass, leading to
Celtics guard Jaylen Brown’s overtime-
forcing corner 3-pointer with 6.1 sec-
onds left in the fourth quarter.

“With 10 seconds (left) in regulation,
we should’ve just taken the timeout, ad-
vanced the ball, and found a way to get it
in and made a free throw or two and
ended the game,” Carlisle said. 

Unlike many Pacers players who are
playing in the conference finals for the
first time, Carlisle is a championship
coach with decades of experience.

He wasn’t the only one making mis-
takes in a game the Pacers will look back
on as one it should have won. Indiana
committed 22 turnovers that led to 32
points. Beside the aforementioned late-
game turnover, Pacers All-Star point
guard Tyrese Haliburton lost the bas-
ketball out of bounds with 27.7 seconds
left in the fourth quarter with the Pacers
ahead by three points, and Haliburton
had another one in overtime, leading to
a Jayson Tatum 3-pointer that put the
Celtics up 127-123.

“We made mistakes, so that’s an area
we need to clean up,” Carlisle said.

Even Brown’s 3-pointer that sent the
game to overtime is under scrutiny. Up
three, why not foul to prevent a tying 3?
That was the instruction. However,
Brown caught the ball in the corner
ready to shoot, and Pacers forward Pas-
cal Siakam didn’t want to risk fouling
Brown and giving him the chance at
three free throws or a four-point play.

“He caught the ball and was face up,
and Pascal decided to lay off, which I un-

derstand was probably the right deci-
sion,” Carlisle said.

Said Siakam: “As soon as I got to him
– I was a little late because of the screen
– he was going up so I didn’t do it (foul). I
was a little too late. If you have an op-
portunity to do it, you do it. I felt like he
was going into his (shooting) motion. It
was a tough shot. Maybe I could’ve con-
tested it better. It was just a tough play.”

The image of Siakam with his hands
behind his back and Brown launching a
3 in front of the Pacers bench will haunt
Indiana. 

The Pacers played well enough to
win. They shot better from the field
(53.5%-47.5%) and 3-point range
(37.1%-33.3%), outrebounded Boston
and had more assists and Indiana’s
bench outscored Boston’s 30-13.

But those turnovers and refusal to
call a timeout cost Indiana. Those plays
not only sway a game, they have the po-
tential to sway a series. The sixth seed
can’t waste many opportunities against
the one seed.

“We’ve been a tough-minded, resil-
ient team the second half of the year,”
Carlisle said, “and we’ve got to continue
that.”

Carlisle: Meltdown
in Game 1 ‘on me’
Jeff Zillgitt
USA TODAY

“A lot of things had to go wrong for us
and right for them. They did,” Pacers
coach Rick Carlisle said Tuesday. 
DAVID BUTLER II/USA TODAY SPORTS

The Florida Panthers and Dallas
Stars have earned a return trip to the
conference finals. The New York Rang-
ers and Edmonton Oilers are back after
a one-year absence.

Of that group, only the Panthers
made it to the Stanley Cup Final the past
two postseasons, but now two teams
will get a shot.

The Rangers-Panthers Eastern Con-
ference final series opened Wednesday
in New York. The Stars-Oilers Western
Conference final opens in Dallas on
Thursday (8:30 p.m. EDT, TNT, truTV)

USA TODAY Sports’ Mike Brehm and
Jace Evans make their predictions for
who advances out of the Eastern and
Western Conference finals:

Eastern Conference: 
New York Rangers 
vs. Florida Panthers

Mike Brehm: Rangers in 7. The
Rangers were rolling through the play-
offs before the Hurricanes picked up
two wins. But when it looked like the se-
ries might go to seven games, Chris
Kreider came through with a third-peri-
od hat trick. The Rangers have the depth
to match up with the Panthers, and their
special teams can help make up for their
deficiencies at five-on-five play. They’ll
have to shore up that part of their game,
though.

Jace Evans: Panthers in 6. This se-
ries feels like a coin flip – and given
some of the characters involved, it has
the potential to be nasty. New York’s 7-0
playoff start, which matched the 1994

Stanley Cup-winning team’s, definitely
produced some “team of destiny” vibes.
More pertinent to this series, though,
the Rangers have a sizzling power play,
strong penalty kill and the best goalie
left in the playoffs. But I think the Pan-
thers’ superior five-on-five play will be
the difference-maker in this series.

Western Conference: 
Dallas Stars vs. Edmonton Oilers

Mike Brehm: Stars in 6. I originally
picked the Stars to reach the Stanley
Cup Final then mistakenly picked
against them in the last round because I
didn’t think they’d be able to stop the
Colorado Avalanche. They did and I
think they can do the same to the high-
flying Oilers. They play a strong defen-
sive game, which helps them thrive on

the road. They just need to be better on
the penalty kill. 

Jace Evans: Oilers in 7. I have no real
reason to pick Edmonton. The Stars’
goaltending is significantly better. Their
defense is better. Their forward depth is
better. So why am I picking the Oilers?
Because the Oilers have Connor McDa-
vid and Leon Draisaitl, two of the best
players of their generation in their
prime. Draisaitl has arguably become
the top big-game performer in the NHL.
He had 32 points in 16 playoff games in
2022, tied for the league lead in playoff
goals last season (13) despite playing
just 12 games in two rounds and this
year has 24 points in 12 games. The
scary thing is I think McDavid could
take his game up a level – he has 21
points in 12 games but just two goals
while shooting 6.3%.

NHL CONFERENCE FINALS PREDICTIONS

Hockey experts split on who’ll play for Stanley Cup
Mike Brehm and Jace Evans
USA TODAY
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